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Economic Affai rs Interin Comittee
Ausust 31 & September 1, ZO15

Patrlcla Murdo

Lead Staff

Economlc Affalrs lnterlm Commlttee

Fax (406) 4/t4-3035

RE: commlttee Review of Dry Needling Rule for Physical Therapists

8/3Llts

Dear Commlttee Members,

My name ls Matthew Bauer, LAc., and I am Presldent of tfie recently formed educatlonal non-proflt
organlzatlon, the Acupuncture Now Foundatlon (ANF). The ANF was formcd to educate the publlc,

healthcare providers, and health pollcymakers about the practlce of acupuncture. We are a non-parrtisan

educatlonal charlty, not a professional assoclltlon, A,s such, we do not engage in politlcal lobbylng or t|,y
to lnfluence issues related to duly licensed practltioners' scope of practlce (turf battles). However, the
escalation of tenslons and rhetorlc surrounding the 'dry needllng lssue' partlcularly ln the U.S. but also
happenlng to some degree ln other countries has led us to belleve we could offer some pr.ctical

suggestlons to declslon maklng bodles such as yours for working through these matters and we thank
you for thr opportunlty to do so.

We beliore debatlng whether or hot dry needling is acupuncture does llttle good lh resolvlng the types

of pollry questions before states' legislatures and llcenslng boards and has only confused policy hakers

and the publlc. lt ls clear opposint sides are dlgglng{n and legal challen8es are on the rise.

Unfortunately, what has not takeh place ls any serlous effort for the dlfferlng parties to take paft h an
orgenlzed effort to flnd resolution and offer states'pollcy makers lnformatlon Eleaned from a

structured, dellberatlve process. As such the ANF urges the Economic Affairs lntErlm commlttee to

reoommend no further actlon be taken and a Task furce be formed to further consldcr dlls continuous

lssue. This Task Force should be comp sed of repre$entative from Montana state and hatlonel

Acupuncture and PhysicalTher€Py arsodatlons, appropriate sttte representatives, and the publlc. Our

concern is thet unless a formal dellberedve process is convened, states wlll be subJetted to meny more

rounds of legal and leglslatlve efforts by both Llcensed Acupuncturlsts and Physlcal Therapists to re\rerse

pollcles either slde sees as wongheaded.

on a personal note, over my 30 y€ars ln ptactlce, I have watched with regret as thls lssue became more

and more contested. lt is a shame because licensed Acupunsturlsts and PhyslcalTherapists both want

the best fot thek patlents and the publlc and ln fact, the two dlsclpllnes cllnically work very well
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toBether. lt ls unforhrnatc tfic dlffering leadershlp bodles ofthese two Professlons have ne\r€f found a

way to undertake thouglrtftrl dlscusslons to resolve these issues but rather tEke their cases to the media,

legislatures, and the courts. Thls has not served the public well. Your statr has an opportunlty here to

not only help resolve the lssue befofe you and other states where this is belnB hotly debated, but to also

lmprove the health choices fo, your state's cltlzens. The Acupuncture Now Foundatlon would be happy

to lend any assistance we could in organlzhS thls Task Folce oI to assist youl commlttee in any way to

help flnd resolutlon to thls matter'

rhank you again lor the opportunlty to provide input on thls matter and please feel free to contact us

for any further lnformation.

SincerelY,
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President the Acupuncture Now Foundation

3827 Em.rald Ave.

[a Verne, CA 19750

6cu nowfoundation@ gmall.com

C.C:

Montena Board of PhyskalTherapy Examlnars

Emalh puBlDurclglnsgsilq@.lq!.E9y

Bree Manninen , v.P. MAOM

bree@bozemanacu,com


